Book Reports

1st Paragraph

· Include title of book (name should be underlined) and the author.

· Next three sentences should very briefly describe what the book is about, perhaps even including characters by name

2nd, 3rd, 4th Paragraphs  (These are the minimum requirements, not the maximum.  More paragraphs probably are needed to fully explore the novel)

 
(questions to consider – Do not write your answers to these questions but rather consider these questions while writing your paper.)

· Give details on the setting – Where does the action take place most of the time?

· The background – What is the social setting?  Are you familiar with the environment or is it very different from what you are familiar with?  Do you think the environment influence the actions or personalities of the main characters?  Do you think the setting creates an atmosphere or mood?  Do you think the book represents the era or time/years covers?

· Plot – Do you think the events in the story could take place in real life?  Was the plot easy to follow?  Did it follow in chronological order or jump around?  When the events happen, does it seem natural or do things happen without reason leaving the reader unprepared?  Is there any suspense?  How was it created?  What did you think about the plot?  Did you agree with how the author presented the events or did it seem too unrealistic?

· Characters – Who are the main characters?  Do they remind you of anyone you might know?  Are those characters interesting?  Do you agree with the choices those characters are making?  Do you agree with the dialogue (how the characters talk) or does it seem contrived?  Are the characters well rounded or are they flat, one-dimensional, predictable and never-changing throughout the story?  How do the main characters see themselves?  How do they wish others would see them?  How do others see them?  What are their strengths and weaknesses?  Which character did you prefer or which did you dislike the most?  Were there any minor characters that stood out, were interesting?  Do you think the author created memorable characters?  

· Themes – What do you think the themes in the book could be?  What message do you think the author wanted to convey to the reader?  What reason could the author have to even write such a story?  What do you think the book has to offer?  Do you think the author had a problem to introduce?  Do you think that problem was well defined?  Do you think the central idea of the story influenced how you think?  Did it give you new ideas on how to view something?  Did it give you new insights you hadn’t considered before?  

5th Paragraph or Final Paragraph – Your recommendations

· Would you recommend this book to others?  Why or why not?  

· Do you think this book had any effect on you?  Do you think it influenced your opinions?

(questions to consider – Do not write your answers to these questions but rather consider these questions while writing your paper.)

· Style – What literary genre would you classify this book (mystery, adventure, science-fiction, romance, or a combination of many and which)?  Were there any figures of speech or symbols from the story that you’d like to explore?  Are there misused words or expressions in the book?  Do you think the sentences were too long and hard to follow?  Do you think the characters talked naturally?  Did they use dialect specific for the setting?  What was the tone of the book?  Was it friendly?  Was it cold and formal?  Was it too strong and offensive?  

Nonfiction Books – What subject is covered in the book?  Does the subject deal with facts or opinions?  What are the ideas discussed?  Do you think the author left out any information?  Was it told in order of events or jumped around?  Do you think the author researched the subject or could be considered an authority on the subject?  Does the book read well or is it just a list of facts and figures?  Do you think the author covered the subject well and gave a good glimpse of the subject?  Do you think the author included his/her personality when writing about the subject?  Do you think the author’s personality interfered with the writing?  

Final Note:  A paragraph is not one sentence.  Aim for four or five sentences.  When writing out numbers, make sure you write out the word for all numbers ten and below (ie. 1-10), do not use the numeric values (ie. 1, 2, 3, etc.).  Make sure you underline the title of your book.

